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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2005 
House Meets At… Last Vote Predicted At… 
 

9:00 a.m.: Legislative Business 
 

 Five “One Minutes” Per Side  
   

 

9:00 – 10:00 p.m.  

 
* THE REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE HOUSE WILL STAY IN 
SESSION AS LONG AS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE REMAINING LEGISLATIVE 
BUSINESS, INCLUDING INTO THE WEEKEND AND THE FOLLOWING WEEK. 
 

FLOOR SCHEDULE AND BILL SUMMARY 
 
H.Res.619 - Rule Providing for consideration of H.Res. 612 - Expressing the commitment of 
the House of Representatives to achieving victory in Iraq (Rules).  This is a closed rule that 
blocks consideration of a Pelosi/Hoyer/Lantos/Hastings (FL) resolution to congratulate the people of Iraq 
for the three successful elections conducted in Iraq this year. 
 
H.Res.621 - 2nd Rule Providing for consideration of H.R. 4437 – Border Security Act (Rules).  
This rule makes in order 18 additional amendments and provides one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions.   
 
Postponed Vote on the Skelton Motion to Instruct Conferees H.R. 1815 – National Defense 
Authorization Act for FY06.  The motion instructs conferees to insist on a Senate-passed provision that 
would require that the Director of National Intelligence submit to the House and Senate Intelligence 
Committees a report on any clandestine prison or detention facilities currently or formerly operated by the 
US government, regardless of location, where detainees in the global war on terrorism are or were being 
held.  VOTE YES 
 
Postponed Vote on Motion to Close the Defense Conference (due to classified information). 
 
H.Res. 612 - Expressing the commitment of the House of Representatives to achieving victory 
in Iraq (Rep. Hyde - International Relations) (Subject to a Rule). 
 
H.R. 4437 – Border Security Act of 2005 (Rep. Sensenbrenner - Judiciary) (Complete 
Consideration).  This bill is an enforcement-based proposal that tightens border security and interior 
enforcement mechanisms.  The bill does not include the “guestworker” proposal supported by the 
President.  Yesterday, the House began consideration of this bill and also adopted several amendments.  
This bill includes provisions to: require the establishment of a National Strategy for Border Security; 
require a plan for secure communications at the border; and require the installation of radiation portal 
monitors at all ports of entry and mandating that all cargo entering the US be screened for nuclear and 
radiological materials.  HR4437 also includes controversial provisions including: expanding the definition 
of “aggravated felony” to include unlawful presence in the US, which would permanently bar a person 
from securing lawful immigration in the US and allow local enforcement personnel to arrest 
undocumented aliens; expanding the definition of “smuggling” and “harboring illegal aliens,” potentially 
subjecting good Samaritans, relatives, and employers to severe criminal penalties and civil asset 
forfeiture; allowing for the use of Homeland Security grants for immigration enforcement; requiring 
“mandatory detention” of aliens who attempt to enter the US illegally until they are removed; requiring 
“expedited removal” against aliens suspected of having entered the US without inspection who are 
apprehended within 100 miles of the border; permitting that the US government send aliens to countries 
where they are likely to be tortured; expanding the existing employment verification pilot program to all 
employers within 2 years; establishing and expanding mandatory minimum sentences for numerous 
offenses; and restricting judicial review.   
 
As provided by the two rules for this bill, 21 amendments remain for consideration (including the 18 
amendments made in order by the 2nd rule) each debatable for 10 minutes:  

 Goodlatte/Herseth Amendment.  To eliminate the Visa Lottery program.  This program makes 
available 55,000 permanent resident visas annually to citizens from countries with low rates of 
immigration to the US. 

 Filner Amendment.  To specifically ban “distribution” of fraudulent documents, making the 
distribution of such documents subject to the same penalties as creating, altering, or falsifying 
immigration-related documents. 

 Hayworth Amendment.  To eliminate the visa category for adult siblings of US citizens and 
increase employment-based visas.  VOTE NO 

 Sensenbrenner/King Manager’s Amendment: Includes numerous changes including: changing 
“aggravated felonies” references for certain aliens; requiring the Attorney General to report on the 
status of criminal alien prosecutions; and penalizing fraud against aliens applying for immigration 
benefits. 

 Price (GA) Amendment.  Regarding establishing a hard deadline to achieve operational control of 
the border. 
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 Stearns Amendment.  Regarding not granting any kind of legal immigration benefit until relevant 
databases of criminal records and terrorist watch lists are checked. 

 Sensenbrenner Amendment.  To reduce the maximum sentence for illegal entry and illegal 
presence to six months. 

 Velazquez Amendment.  Regarding reducing the immigration application processing backlog. 
 Norwood Amendment.  To assert that state and local law enforcement personnel have the 

authority to enforce immigration law, and to provide additional resources to assist state and local 
law enforcement to enforce immigration laws. 

 Tancredo Amendment.  To prohibit the Attorney General from allocating funds under the SCAAP 
program to any state or local government that restricts its officials from transmitting information 
regarding an individual’s immigration status to DHS. 

 Nadler Amendment.  To strike the “expedited removal” section in the bill (section 407). 
 Myrick Amendment.  To require the removal of an unauthorized alien on the 1st drunk-driving 

conviction. 
 Shadegg Amendment.  To increase penalties for document fraud and for crimes of violence and 

drug trafficking offenses committed by illegal aliens. 
 Shadegg Amendment.  Regarding human trafficking and human smuggling. 
 Westmoreland Amendment.  To set caps on the employer sanctions monetary penalties. 
 Gonzalez Amendment.  To increase fines on businesses for knowingly hiring unauthorized aliens to 

$50,000.  Proceeds would be shared with state and local governments. 
 Bradley Amendment.  Regarding reports on the implementation of the employment verification 

system. 
 Sullivan Amendment.  To require all non-citizens to be processed through US-VISIT. 
 Ryun Amendment.  To establish the Oath of Renunciation and Allegiance as Federal law. 
 Royce Amendment.  To state that no immigration benefit may be granted to an alien until 

fingerprint checks are conducted. 
 Gerlach Amendment.  To exempt members of the Armed Forces from certain current naturalization 

requirements.   
 
Motion to go to Conference on H.R. 4241 - Reconciliation Spending Cuts Act (Rep. Nussle – 
Budget).  Motion to Instruct Conferees. 
 
Possible consideration of a Martial Law Rule for consideration of Any Rule brought up today or 
tomorrow. 
 
Pending Suspension Votes (5 bills): 
1)  H.Con.Res. 294 - Calling on the international community to condemn the Laogai, the system of 

forced labor prison camps in the People’s Republic of China, as a tool for suppression maintained by 
the Chinese Government (Rep. Wolf - International Relations) 

2) H.Res. 409 - Condemning the Government of Zimbabwe`s "Operation Murambatsvina" under which 
homes, businesses, religious structures, and other buildings and facilities were demolished in an effort 
characterized by the Government of Zimbabwe as an operation to "restore order" to the country (Rep. 
Lantos - International Relations) 

3) H.Res. 575 - Providing that Hamas and other terrorist organizations should not participate in elections 
held by the Palestinian Authority, and for other purposes (Rep. Cantor - International Relations) 

4) H.Res. 534 - Recognizing the importance and credibility of an independent Iraqi judiciary in the 
formation of a new and democratic Iraq (Rep. Burgess - International Relations) 

5) H.Res. 598 - Condemning actions by the Government of Syria that have hindered the investigation of 
the assassination of former Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafik Hariri conducted by the United Nations 
International Independent Investigation Commission (UNIIIC) (Rep. Issa - International Relations) 

 
  

TOMORROW’S OUTLOOK 
 
The GOP Leadership has announced the following schedule: on Saturday, the House will meet at 9:00 a.m. 
for legislative business.  The House may consider the Conference Reports on: H.R. 2863 – 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act (Young {FL} – Appropriations); H.R. 1815 – National 
Defense Authorization Act for FY06 (Rep. Hunter/Armed Services); and H.R. 4241 - Reconciliation 
Spending Cuts Act Conference Report (Rep. Nussle – Budget). 
    

Daily Quote… 

 
“The tax cut priorities of congressional Republicans are completely out of whack… House Republicans 
would cut Medicaid, food stamps, child care assistance, child support enforcement, home heating 
assistance and college student aid. At the same time they're resisting repeal of tax cuts lavished on oil 
companies, a Senate-approved crackdown on abusive corporate tax practices and any move to cancel 
the $10-billion stabilization fund put into the needlessly complex Medicare prescription drug program 
to induce private insurers to participate." 

- New York Newsday editorial, today 
 

 


