BENCHMARKS & TIMELINES:

Republicans Were For Them, Before They Were Against Them

MAJORITY LEADER BOEHNER SET TIMELINE ON ESCALATION
 “I think it will be rather clear in the next 60 to 90 days as to whether this plan is going to work.”  [Minority Leader John Boehner, 1/23/07]
Building on his record of supporting timelines for military action in Bosnia (Roll Call Vote 234, 105th Congress), House Minority Leader John Boehner set a 60 to 90 day timeline for the President’s escalation in January – Mr. Boehner’s 60 days will be up tomorrow. 
Click here to watch him say that we should know by the end of this month or next whether the surge is working.
REPUBLICANS CALLED FOR BENCHMARKS TO HOLD
BUSH ADMINISTRATION, IRAQI GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABLE

“The benchmarks laid out today are stepping stones on which we should all agree…Success is going to require extra effort by the Iraqi government to secure their country, and the benchmarks laid out…are designed to monitor the Iraqis' progress toward that goal.”  [Minority Leader Roy Blunt, 1/22/07]

House Republican Leaders and Ranking Committee Members called in January for a set of military, political and social benchmarks that would hold the Bush Administration and the Iraq government accountable for making progress.  The Republicans’ benchmarks are similar to the ones included in the U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Health and Iraq Accountability Act.
REPUBLICANS RETURN TO AN OPEN-ENDED COMMITMENT FUNDED BY BLANK CHECKS

“Republicans believe there is only one way to do the right thing: fully-fund the troops without strings attached.” [Minority Leader John Boehner, 3/15/07]
After a brief respite following the election, Republicans appear to have turned a deaf ear to the American people and are embracing once again an open-ended commitment in Iraq funded by blank checks for the Bush Administration.  
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